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► Niagara 
County Legisla-
ture Recognizes 
March as Agri-
culture Month  

► 500 new 
jobs at Moog, 
with a $25 mil-
lion investment 
in Erie County

► Higgins: 
$1.5 million in 
federal funding 
for Roswell Park 
Comprehensive 
Cancer Center

► Higgins 
honors Viet-
nam vet Roger 
Dearmyer on 
National Viet-
nam War Veter-
ans Day

► NYSDOT 
announces start 
of $2.9 million 
project to up-
grade culverts in 
Western New 
York

► Buffalo 
Philharmonic 
Orchestra pres-
ents special 
benefi t concert 
for Ukraine

► Developers 
bring new life to 
old Kmart site in 
Niagara

► Shea’s 
Performing Arts 
Center & Albert 
Nocciolino 
announce M&T 
Bank Broadway 
Series

Hochul seeks new COVID funding
Issues letter to NYS congressional delegation requesting additional federal funding for national COVID-19 response

√ Funding would support fi ght 
against virus variants; ensure 
adequate testing, vaccine & booster 
supply

√ As additional recommended 
booster doses undergo federal re-
view, state stands ready to distribute 
to eligible New Yorkers 

Gov. Kathy Hochul issued a 
letter to the New York congres-
sional delegation “illustrating the 
need for additional federal fund-
ing for the national COVID-19 
response to ensure preparedness 
for future variants. This funding 
will help New Yorkers continue to 
move safely forward through the 
pandemic.”

The full text of the letter is 
below:

Dear Senator Schumer, Senator 
Gillibrand and Members of the 
New York Congressional Delega-
tion, 

I write today to urge you to 
pass additional federal funding to 
support the national COVID-19 
response. Tremendous progress 
has been made in our fi ght against 
this virus, but we have seen all 
too recently how we cannot afford 
to be complacent. New variants, 
such as the B.A.2 variant, continue 
to arise and, without additional 
federal funds, the proven tools we 
have come to rely on, most notably 
vaccines and boosters, may not be 
readily available for all New York-
ers. We cannot let partisan ideol-

ogy drive what must be a public 
health response.

In March 2020, New York was 
the warning shot to the rest of 
the country as to what COVID-19 
could do to our communities. 
Without effective tests or treat-
ment, the country found itself 
paralyzed, our economy ground 
to a halt, our schools closed their 
doors, and our health systems 
were strained beyond anything 
we could have imagined. Through 
the extraordinary efforts of our 
essential workers and the powers 
of science, we used our painful 
lessons to cultivate a more hopeful 
future.

Three months ago, New York 
was once again the epicenter of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this time bat-
tered by Omicron. Our daily case 
rates shattered previous records, 
reaching over 90,000 new cases 
a day, and again, our hospitals 
were stretched. Yet despite the 
astronomical rise in caseloads, this 
time we had the nation’s medicine 
cabinet stocked with effective vac-
cines, booster doses, testing, and 
treatment. These tools made all 
the difference, and were available 
to us because of decisive action by 
you and your colleagues in Con-
gress through previous relief and 
preparedness legislation like the 
American Rescue Plan.

This desperately needed federal 
support allowed us to keep our 

schools open, equipping every 
student with rapid tests to en-
sure their safety. We were able to 
keep our businesses open, using 
common sense approaches such 
as vaccine or mask protocols. We 
established test sites across the 
state and, with help from many of 
you, called on the federal govern-
ment to partner with us to set up 
testing sites to ensure every New 
Yorker who needed a test got one. 
Most critically, we had over 76% 
of our residents fully vaccinated, 
and 56% of those eligible boosted. 
Without these life-saving vaccines, 
we would have faced an even 
darker winter.

With the rise of the B.A.2 sub-
variant, we are again laying the 
groundwork to ensure our State is 
ready and able to meet this virus 
head on. This includes ensuring 
we have the testing capacity up 
and running so that supply meets 
demand and making sure booster 
doses and FDA-authorized treat-
ments are stationed around the 
state for all eligible New Yorkers to 
receive them. 

And fi nally, as additional booster 
doses undergo review by the Food 
and Drug Administration and 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, New York State stands 
ready to distribute these recom-
mended doses to eligible New 
Yorkers.

I fi rmly believe it was our strong 

vaccination program that allowed 
us to get through the unprece-
dented wave of COVID-19. Should 
B.A.2 follow the trajectory of Omi-
cron, ensuring our residents have 
access to an additional booster will 
be a critical component of our re-
sponse. Without additional federal 
funding, access to this necessary 
tool may be limited. COVID has 
proven time and time again to be 
unpredictable, wreaking havoc 
over red and blue states alike. 
Vaccines remain our best defense 
against severe disease and hospi-
talization – now is not the time to 
be complacent.

I urge you to work with your 
colleagues across Congress to fi nd 
a path forward to ensure that we 
never repeat those dark days of 
March 2020. We must ensure the 
necessary resources are in place to 
continue to respond to COVID-19, 
while protecting the current com-
mitments from the federal govern-
ment, including State and Local 
Fiscal Recovery Funds.

Now is the time to pass robust 
federal funding so that the nation’s 
medicine cabinet remains stocked, 
all of our residents can be boosted, 
our businesses and schools stay 
open, and we can move safely for-
ward through this pandemic.

Sincerely, 
Governor Kathy Hochul

Take advantage of New York’s triple play: e-fi le, Free File & direct deposit
Using all three can simplify fi ling, 

save money, and prevent errors and 
refund delays
SUBMITTED BY THE NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF TAXATION FINANCE

The New York State Department 
of Taxation Finance reminds tax-
payers they can save money, pre-
vent errors, and receive their entire 
refund sooner by e-fi ling with Free 
File software and choosing direct 
deposit.

E-fi ling is safer, faster, and more 
effi cient than sending paper re-
turns through the mail. And you’ll 
receive your refund faster if it’s di-
rectly deposited into your bank ac-
count rather than mailed as a paper 
check.

“Combining the power of elec-
tronic fi ling and direct deposit is 
the most secure and effi cient way 

to submit your tax return and re-
ceive any refund due,” said Acting 
New York State Commissioner 
of Taxation and Finance Amanda 
Hiller. “We strive to issue refunds 
as quickly as possible, and you can 
help by fi ling an accurate return 
and choosing to have your refund 
directly deposited into your bank 
account.”

To use direct deposit, simply 
check direct deposit on your tax 
return, then enter your bank’s 
nine-digit routing number and 
your account number. For check-
ing accounts, this information 
is available on your checks; for 
savings accounts, contact your 
bank.

If you opt to forgo the simplicity 
and convenience of direct deposit, 
make sure your mailing address is 
correct when requesting a refund 

check by mail. Any error can delay 
your refund.
Prepare and File Your Income Tax 

Returns for Free
Free File software is now avail-

able at the Tax Department web-
site, www.tax.ny.gov. Taxpayers 
with income of $73,000 or less in 
2021 can electronically complete 
and submit their federal and New 
York state income tax returns on-
line at no cost.

To be directed to the free fi ling 
options, simply click Free File your 
income tax return on the Tax De-
partment’s website. It’s easy, fast 
and secure.

To ensure you’re not charged 
a fee, you must go to the Tax De-
partment’s website to complete 
your return. You’ll save on prepa-
ration fees, prevent costly errors, 
and ensure that you receive any 

refund you’re owed in the most ef-
fi cient way possible.

Check Your Refund Status
Taxpayers can also quickly view 

the status of their New York state 
tax refund anytime by using the 
“Check your Refund” application 
on the Tax Department website: 
www.tax.ny.gov. It’s the fastest and 
most convenient way to know when 
to expect your refund. It’s updated 
daily and provides the same infor-
mation available to our phone rep-
resentatives – only without the wait!

You can also fi nd out when your 
refund will be issued by signing up 
for Tax Department email alerts. 
Visit the Tax Department homep-
age at www.tax.ny.gov and select 
“Subscribe” under the “Connect 
With Us” heading at the bottom of 
the page.
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